
Valley News August  2014
No 214
News & Views from the Cherwell Valley

Valley News is delivered FREE to every household in:
Caulcott � Heyford Park � Lower Heyford - Somerton � Upper Heyford

Editor: Ian Lough-Scott, The Rickyard, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5LH Telephone: 01869 232788 
Email: ianloughscott@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Stan Morris, The Orchard, Water Street, Somerton OX25 6NE Telephone: 01869 345544
Also published on line www.upperheyford.com 

LEST WE FORGET
August 4th 1914

14 July 1914�Front page message on the Bicester Advertiser

READ THIS OUT LOUD!
EVERY BRITISHER, WORTHY OF HIS NAME, WHO IS YOUNG AND UNMARRIED, WILL, IN SOME 

CAPACITY, JOIN THE ARMY AT ONCE
THIS IS WALTER GEORGE�S MESSAGE TO YOU THIS WEEK

GOD SAVE THE KING
It is sobering to think that this is the popular jingoism of the time that swept the country and coerced so many young 
men to join up, and as a result 38 young men from the Cherwell Valley gave the ultimate sacrifice in the Great War

Somerton Upper Heyford Lower Heyford Rousham
John Allen Arthur Allen John Adams Humphrey Cottrell-Dormer
Frederick Hollis Jesse Bayliss Henry Hazell Clement Cottrell-Dormer
Albert Lewis Joseph Boddington Albert Hounslow Charles Cottrell-Dormer
Harry Stevens Corin Cooper George Larner Henry Parker
William Watts Christopher Dale Edwin Maccabee William Putt
Henry Watts Robert Dale John Manley James Tuck
Harry Wise Albert Golder Harry Norman

Benson Golder Thomas Pearman
Tom Izzard Frederick Perks
James Norman Albert Waddup
George Scraggs George Waddup
Jesse Scraggs
Tom Slatter
Fred Wilson

So many familiar local family names - WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
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Services described as 1662, Matins or Evensong follow the traditional form as laid out in The Book of Common Prayer.
Services described as CW (Common Worship) use modern language and follow the revised form given in the Common 
Worship Service and Prayer Book. Services described as Family Worship or Contemporary Worship are suitable for all 
ages, including children.
Please note that services may change during the period so please check pew sheets, web or noticeboards

Church Services in the Valley
The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford                                   www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
For further details about services or requests concerning baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact the 
benefice office
Rev Stephen Griffiths 01869  233249 stephen@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Rev Peter Bernhard 07970855354 peter@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Mr. John Hine (LLM) 01869 278565 john@hineandco.com
Benefice Office 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

It is time to start the preparations for this year�s Ride and Stride event which this year is to be held on 
Saturday 13th September. It is Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust�s 50th anniversary this year and a new 
website has been launched in the last few days; please take the time to visit it at www.ohct.org.uk.

Please support your local church by walking, cycling or welcoming visitors at the church
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Dear Friends,
A while ago a colleague of mine shared this prayer of preparation with me.

Before the Service Begins�
Let me come into the church of God
to meet the Spirit of God.
Not to give religion an hour
but to live in the Eternal.
Not to maintain a decorous habit
but to bow in the holy place
before the Holy One.
Not to judge the words of the preacher
but to draw life from the Word
and Truth everlasting.
Not to be moved or soothed by the music
but to sing from the heart divine praises.
Not that my eyes roam over architecture
but that by soul looks up to the King in His beauty
and my heart prays for His children.
Not that my thoughts escape out into the world
but that I may be still and know that You are God.
Let me go again and again into the house of the Lord, 
And be glad and give thanks, 
and adore my King and my God.

I�ve often returned to it in order to recapture the heart of worship. Of course many things might attract us to church: 
preaching, people, music, architecture, liturgy, stillness. These are all good and godly things. But how willing are we to 
let God speak to us through them? They each have potential for communicating something of God to us, as we meet 
with the Spirit of God, but sometimes they remain the object of our focus. Jesus was famously critical of external religion 
that failed to honour God. He challenged the Pharisees on their use of the Scriptures: �You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse 
to come to me to have life� (John 5:39-40). The Old Testament and New Testament combine to give us a true picture of 
God�s plan and purpose for us and our world. They prepare us for and present to us Jesus Christ in his historical 
context. But we would be foolish to let our search for God stop where the ink meets the page. The Spirit of God 
(mentioned in the prayer above) enables Jesus to �walk out from the pages of Scripture and into our lives� (as one writer 
has put it). When this happens the Scriptures becomes God�s word to us, rather than an enigma to be solved. The Bible 
is a letter of introduction to the living Lord Jesus, who alone can bestow the gift of eternal life that the Pharisees were 
searching for. Something similar can be said for the music, architecture, liturgy, peace and space that our churches 
offer. They can convey something of God to us, a glimpse of glory which needs to be explored. But let�s remember that 
the traffic moves in both directions on the road of faith. On a recent trip to Paris my wife Cally and I spent some time 
looking at the icon paintings in the Petit Palais Museum. Icons are designed not only to be looked at but to look back at 
you. Just at the point where you think you have understood the meaning of the picture you begin to realise that you are 
the one being watched. The important thing becomes our attitude: am I willing to be humbled by what God reveals to 
me? As the prayer suggests, true worship is not so much about our judgement over what is going on in church, but our 
willingness to let God address us through our experience. True worship begins when we realise that God has looked at 
us, understood us, loved us, held us in his gaze and raised us up as his sons and daughters. 

Yours in the service of Jesus Christ,
Stephen 



WHAT�S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY

MACMILLAN 
CANCER 
SUPPORT

IT�S TREAT TIME
UPPER HEYFORD READING ROOM

Saturday 27 September 2�4pm

Time to catch up with friends, every coffee 

and every cake helps support someone 

affected by cancer

If you can�t make it please consider making a 

cake or a donation to this most worthwhile 

cause

Contacts: Ann, Brenda, Maureen, Sheila, 

Susan & Veronica

Tombola & Raffle,
Locally made preserves and jams 

Tombola prizes wanted
for the Upper Heyford Autumn Show 

Please help to make it a fun day
Bottles, toys, chocolates, perfume

unwanted presents, games etc
In good condition

Required by week commencing 
15 September please

(collection can be arranged)

Contacts: Susan 233071
Melinda 233664

CREAM TEAS 
Upper Heyford Reading Room

Sunday 10 August
2�4pm  just �2.50

WHO SAID BOWLS IS 
AN OLD PERSONS 
GAME?

On a very warm July evening a group of teenagers 

from Steeple Aston Youth Club played bowls at the 

Lower Heyford Bowls Club, and once they had 

mastered the way to use the weighted side of the 

bowl there were some very good players. The boys 

were accompanied by two adult leaders who also 

joined in and by the end of the evening there were 

some very tired arms.

So if you are reading this and fancy a go you can 

come along to the club any Wednesday evening 

between 6 & 7.30pm and have a go free of charge. 

Or call me on 01869 232457 if interested in joining. 

We are still looking for new members so come along 

and have a go�don�t let the club go out of 
existence through lack of members



REMEMBER, REMEMBER,
THE 20TH SEPTEMBER

Enter into the spirit and join us as a volunteer.
Enter into the fun and come along on the day!

Call Alison on 01869 233696 or email alison_a_graham@hotmail.com

ENTER INTO THE FUN!

LOOK OUT 
FOR THE FULL 

SCHEDULE 
COMING 

SOON

AN EXHIBITION
ABOUT THE IMPACT OF THE GREAT

WAR IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY & BEYOND

ST. JAMES�S CHURCH SOMERTON
Wed. 10th September � Thurs. 19th September

11.00 a.m.  - 5.00 p.m.

Remembering the men of Somerton and also relatives of
present residents of the surrounding villages.

For more information or if you would like to be involved please call
Rosemary Arnold 01869 345439 

deddlib@hotmail.com
























































